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LOST HISTORY: Michael Hamilton Morgan, Pages 301, 

Published in 2008. National Geographic Society; 1145, 17th St. 

N.W. Washington D.C.2036. price: U.SS15.95 

The contemporary world largely owes to the Muslim's 

contribution in knowledge and learning. When Europe was plunged in 

darkness, it was the Muslims who spearheaded knowledge. Spirit of 

inquiry, research and quest for learning were the major pursuits of 

Muslims in the heyday of their glory. From the Umayyad to the 

Ottoman Empire, the Muslims made immense contributions in 

astronomy, astrology, geography, geology, mathematics, physics, 

chemistry, medicine, music, philosophy and architect,. This book 

"Speaks Volumes for the Muslim glory” (P.7). It contains eight 

chapters and provides an elaborate account of the Muslim's greatness. 

The book reminds us of the history that was significant and majestic 

but forgotten by the modern world. At the outset, the writer extols 

Muslim culture, "It is a culture that had seeded the European 

Renaissance and enabled many aspects of modern West and global 

Civilization."(P. xiv) 

The writer's intent in writing this book draws our attention to 

the glorious Muslim Past. "It is about a civilization in which Islam had 

a leading role" (P.xv) First chapter 'Rome's Children', tells about the 

arrival of Islam, importance of learning in Islam, the issue of 

succession, egalitarian and democratic aspects of Islam, Muslim 

expansionism and their policy of moderation, "The policy of inter 

faith, tolerance will mark the beginning of tradition of Muslim 

coexistence with Christians, Jews, Hindus and other religions that will 

endure in many predominantly Muslim places until the 21st century." 

(P. 17). The chapter Ends on the rise of Muslim civilization when they 

were to become troche bearers of knowledge, "And Al-Mansur will lay 

the foundation for the first golden age of the Muslims in Baghdad" 

(P.40). 'Lost Cities of Genius' introduces the rule of Al-Mamun, his 

passion for learning and emphasizes on reason. "Under the leadership 

of Al-Mamun, Baghdad rose to become the center of world learning 

and the heart of the Arab Golden age" (P. 46). Al-Mamun's period 

witnessed significant progress in science and other branches of 

learning. There ushered in an era that was to last long and which left 

deep impressions on the old ages. The following excerpt epitomizes 

the scholastic achievements of the age. The House of Wisdom became 
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a major center for learning. "His scientific center will contain an 

observatory, a hospital, a library, and research programs in rhetoric and 

logic, metaphysics and theology, algebra, trigonometry, geometry, 

physics, biology, medicine and pharmacology" (P. 60) Umayyad 

Emirate also showed penchant for learning. They made major 

contributions in architect "In the capital, Abdul Rehman will build a 

vast and magnificent garden called the Al-Rusafah and in this garden, 

he will build a palace with echoes of home, called the Damascus 

palace. In 786 A.D, he will begin building the Great Mosque of 

Cordoba, a construction effort that will last 62 years" (P. 68) The 

chapter also enumerates other Muslim rulers' adherence to learning via 

Saladin, the Mumluks, the Seljuk rule, the Mongols and the Mughal 

rule. 

“God in the Numeral” throws light on the achievements of the 

celebrated Muslim scientists and thinkers, they emphasize on reason to 

bring about revolution. Al Khwarizmi is glorified as the founding 

father of modern development due to his contributions in various 

disciplines. His al-Jabar waal Muqabala is cited as a monumental 

work. Al-Battani, in astronomical calculations, Al-Nayrizi in 

trigonometry, Abul-Wafa in geometry, Ibn-al Haytham in light and 

vision, Omar Khayam in mathematics, astronomy and philosophy, 

made invaluable contributions. These scientists laid the foundation of 

empirical sciences, though they have become the old chapters of the 

lost history. "Muslim mathematicians in Baghdad and elsewhere will 

hold workshop with artisans and architects showing how geometric 

figures can be easily reproduced and turned into the tiled explosions of 

infinity that will adorn mosques, places, villas and other buildings" (P. 

96) 

“Star Patterns” is an extension of the previous chapter. It 

enumerates Ibn-Ridwn's services in astronomy, Ibn-Rushid's in 

philosophy and Tusi's in mathematics. During the Mongol rule, 

astronomical and mathematical sciences made a major headway. 

Several observatories were established. "In the field of astronomy 

alone, they will help develop modern astronomical theory, modern 

instruments, large international observatories, and a climate of research 

and discovery that proved as model for Renaissance, Enlightenment 

and even 21st century astronomy".(P.149).  
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“Inventors and Scientists” takes a panoramic view of Muslims' 

achievements in architect, alchemy, literature, physics and geology. 

Jabir is a towering figure in chemistry. "He will publish books on 

chemical properties, weights and measures, chemical combination's 

and dyes"(P.164) Al. Kundi in music and medicines, Al-Biruni in 

geology also made wonderful contributions. 

“Healers and Hospitals” Praises the worthy contributions of 

Zakria-al-Razi, Ibn-Sina and Al-Zahravi. Zakria-al-Razi was the first 

scientist who described the scourge of smallpox. Ibn-Sina was a 

prodigy, a man of encyclopedia range. His book 'Canon’ is a 

masterpiece on medicine. "His theories about the mined will prove 

remarkably prescient, findings expressions some 900 years later in 

modern psychology as well as science fiction"(P.196). Al- Zahrawi 

was the first scientist to give decrypting of hemophilia, first to give 

effective therapeutics for heart disease, constipation, cosmetic tissues, 

diet and measurement of drugs quantities. The chapter also tells that 

Bimaristan in Persia, Al-Mansuri hospital in Egypt were the prominent 

healing centers of the time which rendered invaluable services for 

suffering humanity.  

“Vision, Voice, Citadel” Provides a detailed account of the 

greatness of the Muslim architect and the services of Muslim theorists 

as well. The Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, Sublime Gate Palace, and 

Imam Squake in Isfahan, Red Fort of Delhi and Taj Mahal of Agra are 

the monumental masterpieces of Muslim architect. Al-Farabi was a 

musician par excellence. Al-Ghazali's mystic thoughts are the Pearls of 

Wisdom. Rumi, a poet saint is a fountain of learning for the West. 

"Westerners will discover this long lost poet saint, and it is said that by 

the first century in the United States. Rumi is the best selling poet in a 

society that does not often recognize poets"(P.245). In the times of 

intellectual glory, Muslims wrote literary masterpieces and the 

Renaissance Europe followed these literary models. Italian Giovanni 

Boccaccio and Dante, English poet Geoffrey Chaucer, Spanish 

Cervantes and even Mario and Shakespeare, benefitted from the 

Muslim literary heritage. "English Play writer Christopher Marlowe 

choosed one of the great plays entitled Tamburlaine" (P.248)  

“Enlightened Leadership” summarizes the whole discussion 

and further adds notes on Muslims Leadership, its adherence to the 
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values of knowledge. The chapter glorifies the leadership qualities of 

Abu-Bakar, Al-Rashid, Saladin and Akbar the great. 

“Epilogue” becomes the decline of Muslim glory. However the 

writer rounds of the whole discussion on optimistic note. "The first 

Muslim golden ages are gone. But new ones are likely being born, 

even though today's headlines suggest otherwise". (P291).  

An in depth analysis of the book reveals that the writer has 

dealt with the topic purposefully, honestly and truthfully. It is a 

research based book with in relevant examples, cogent reasons, 

detailed information, argumentative style and fine expression. The 

whole work is commendable. Every Chapter starts with citation from 

the Holy Quran keeping in view the context of the chapter. Each 

chapter has been described in narrative form. Theses seem to be neither 

base nor exaggeration in narration of all accounts. The book is an eye - 

opener for the Muslims. It informs them of their rich educational and 

cultural legacy. It tells them that not fanaticism, extremism and 

emotionalism through which their forefathers ruled the world but 

through reason and intellect, research and inquiry. The book also 

unfolds that all Muslims rulers patronized learning, a warning for the 

present day Muslim rulers who have turned a deaf ear to knowledge 

and learning. The book is also a worthy document to remind the west 

of that Muslims pioneered leanings and the West progressed in science 

and technology by benefitting from the Muslim Scientists and thinkers 

initial breakthroughs. Lastly, the book shows that during their glorious 

rule, all Muslim rulers followed a policy of moderation with all 

nations. Today, when the breach between the East and the West is 

growing and clash of civilization seems inevitable we must take a leaf 

out of the book to initiate interfaith dialogue to bury the hatchets and 

make this world a peaceful place for all faiths and nations 'Lost 

History' glorifies the memorable times of Muslim rule, from Umayyad 

to Ottoman Empire, the Muslim made major contributions in different 

fields. The Muslim rulers made knowledge and learning’s their 

passion. Though the golden are of Muslim are gone, yet their 

contributions are unforgettable. 
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