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Abstract 

In the present era, Universities have acquired an importance and 

magnitude that is unprecedented. These are said to be the agents of 

change which emphasize augmentation and modification of those facets of 

society pertinent to culture, socialization and educational ministrations. 

Therefore, the credibility and attention afforded them is vindicated indeed. 

The University of Sargodha is one such agent of change that has 

influenced the Sargodha region in ways that are momentous to say the 

least. Through this study, an exertion has been made to comprehend the 

extent of influence and impact that the university has imparted upon the 

locality designated as Sargodha and its proximate areas. The subjects 

from whom the requisite data for this study was gathered hail from those 

dimensions that are readily and profoundly influenced by the University of 

Sargodha’s presence or aura if you will.  
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Education is a notion that serves to enlighten and strengthen the 

integrity, cogitative prowess and logical capacities of men since time 

immemorial. (Khalid, 1998; p.14)It is a concept that evinces an essence 

and potential of infinite wisdom, from the most rudimentary to the most 

intricate in design and framework of conceptualizations.  Education 

bolsters confidence, builds character, sharpens the faculties and raises the 

standard of living as well. (Isani & Virk 2005)  

Higher education is an evolved form of enlightenment or education 

that initiates the advent of students and disciples to buoyancy in terms of 

professional, ethical and virtuous contexts. To put it concisely, Higher 

education is the elixir that resuscitates and sensitizes a person to the 

secrets of potency and success within this tangible and materialistic world 

(Virk L. M. 1998). The role of Higher education understandably evinces 

primarily the Nurturing of highly educated individuals, secondly the 

democracy and a citizenship imbued with the essence of the latter, thirdly 

the engagement of immediate developmental needs and challenges 

encountered by society, fourth, the interaction with the cultural and 

intellectual sentience within the society and lastly to spawn research 

endeavors and execute scholarship oriented programs 1(Badat, Saleem 

2009). 

The conduit that imparts the aforementioned category of 

knowledge to apostles, or more precisely, students of various disciplines 

and fields are Universities. Universities comprise an irrefutable and 

essentially integral component of society which regulates and ensures the 

smooth and effectual functioning of a society. (Memon, 2007) 

The role of a University in dissemination of education within the 

masses is one that can’t be denied. According to John Henry Newman in 

“The Idea of a University” in 1852, a University is where students come 

from every corner and dimensions of the society to gain every kind of 

knowledge. He also says that the University is a place for communication 

and circulation of thought through the mode of personal intercourse. 

(Baum & Payea, 2005) 
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The four major functions that a University entail that firstly, a University 

performs a profound role of being an ideological mechanism, or apparatus 

if you will, that articulates the ideological exertions present in all societies. 

Secondly the University is also a tool that selects and subsequently 

socializes slumbering and inert elites within a society. Third, a University 

is an originator of knowledge and information and lastly, the fourth and 

most frequently cited objective of a University, is to build up, and train, an 

eligible and proficient workforce. (Castells, 2001) 

The Transformational Prowess of University 

Universities influence society, of that there is no doubt, and 

sequentially bring about a transition that is in most instances evolutionary 

and vertical in terms of development. To elucidate, the following strata of 

society are conditioned by the presence of a University. 

 The Economy: The creation of Human and financial Capital 

 The Polity: The production and continued support of civil and state 

institutions and selection as well as socialization of Social and 

political elites. 

 The Social Structure: The very predication and foundation of 

social stratification that dictates and navigates mobility for 

different groups. 

 The Culture: The generation and diffusion of ideas, applying force 

upon and providing criticism upon the aforementioned.  

The role that a University plays about in the society, and the layers that 

the mentioned evinces, is both transformational and reproductive. Within 

the framework of individual institutions and even the respective 

departments that the latter entails, the roles played and applied may be 

multiple and contradictory. Howsoever, a University and its 

transformational capacity in pertinence to society is a notion that can’t be 

denied. (Brennan, John King , Roger Lebeau, Yann, 2004) 

Case in point, the very purpose of this paper is to gauge the effect that 

University of Sargodha has exerted on the socio cultural framework of 

Sargodha city in a manner that is advantageous and uplifting.  
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Area profile  

As far as Sargodha is concerned, it is a mainly a city located within 

the geographical territory of Pakistan and is situated between the rivers 

Jhelum and Chenab in the Punjab Province. Sargodha is a city of 

agricultural origins and stature. The city itself was established over a 

century ago due to its then perceived prospect as being a fecund 

agricultural establishment. (Wikipedia, 2016) 

Prior to the establishment of Pakistan, the only educational facility 

that disseminated the message of education to the masses of the area 

mentioned afore was a College, formed in the year of 1929, in Shahpur  (a 

tehsil of Sargodha). About a year before the commemorative and 

momentous event of Independence, this Government College was shifted 

from Shahpur to Sargodha. Here, the institution was imbued and instilled 

with a newfound and highly augmenting liberty that enabled it to progress 

swiftly and fleetingly to unparalleled levels of potency and progress. 

Probably ascribing to this unprecedented level of developmental 

profoundness, the Government College was ascended to the status of 

University in the year of 2002. (Wikipedia, 2016) 

One of the prime intents of the University was to spawn graduates 

that would be advantageous in supporting and consolidating integrity rich 

industrial framework within the city. Another pertinent objective of the 

University was to initiate a research oriented ambiance that would be 

salubrious to the development of links amongst the industrial and 

economic sectors of the region.  

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

 To gauge the level of influence that University Of Sargodha exerts, 

in the context of evolution and broadening of mental horizons, 

with pertinence to its students. 

 To scrutinize the salubrious transitions that have manifested within 

the University as well as the vicinity of the institution ever since 

the latter’s origination. 
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 To gather the data pertaining to the collective perceptions and 

perspectives of the denizens of Sargodha region in conjunction 

with the effectualness of the University as an agent of social and 

economic enhancement.  

 To tighten the grasp over conceptualization and knowledge 

relevant to the University’s role in the society and the workability 

of its values, customs, traditions and methods towards the ultimate 

task of contentment regarding the institutions objectives and aims.  

 To record any suggestions and proposals for accentuating the 

University of Sargodha in a manner opulent and appropriately 

agreeable.  

Research Method 

The research method utilized in this study was Qualitative method 

of research. A qualitative paradigm is of inductive logic in nature and 

emphasizes the specific experience of the participant (Yegidis & 

Weinbach 1991). Its epistemology should take the knower and the known 

as inseparable. In view of axiology, the roles of researchers are value-

bound (Weiholtz & Kacer 1995). Based on the above understanding of a 

qualitative inquiry, a case study, and the power of writing, this study 

provides descriptive data based on the responses of the respondents 

regarding University of Sargodha’s influence on the region.  

Sampling 

For this study, Purposive sampling was employed as it afforded the 

researchers the requisite chance for acquiring data from respondents that 

were individually unique and their response open and vividly 

comprehensible. The respondents chosen were from the general populace 

of the University itself, or to put it more appropriately, the students. The 

second set of respondents was the businessmen of Sargodha who were 

privy to the transitions in socio economic parameters incurred by the 

University’s inception. The third set was agricultural farmers and feudal 

individuals that potentially benefited from the University’s machinations 

regarding enhancement of agricultural yield in the region. 20 respondents 
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from each set were chosen and were subjected to an Interview comprised 

of open ended questions so as to elicit the required data.  

Data Collection 

For the sake of maintaining a qualitatively appropriate session, the 

interviews were conducted in a frank and conducive manner. In order to 

ensure the initiation of such an environment, the respondents were 

interviewed in scenarios and contexts that were comfortable and operated 

as soothing mechanisms for putting the respondents at ease. For instance, 

the students were approached for data collection within the boundaries of 

the University itself, the businessmen in their purveying stations of shops 

if you will and the agricultural representatives at their homes or land. This 

ensured effectual and explicitly reliable data elicitation on their part 

through the interview process. The respondents were asked questions 

inscribed on the interview and their responses were recorded precisely as 

extrapolated from their being.  

Data Analysis 

The data obtained from the respondents was perused thoroughly 

and minutely. As a result of the assessment, it was deduced that certain 

patterns in responses and correlating themes emerged in the collective 

responses of the subjects with relation to the research problem/question. 

These themes were separated and categorized so that further proceedings 

may be initiated in pertinence to arriving at culminating perspective 

regarding University of Sargodha’s impact on the region.  

Results 

 The four themes that constitute the central notion of University of 

Sargodha’s impact on Socio Economic Development of the region are: 

 University as an Agent for Elevation of Educational Standard 

within Society 

 University of Sargodha an agent of Socio Economic Change for 

the region 
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 University Role in Promotion of Brand based and other Eminent 

Business Ventures 

 University of Sargodha Enhancing Hostel Initiatives 

 University and its Ensued Agricultural Prosperity 

Theme-I University as an Agent for Elevation of Educational 

Standard within Society 

The student respondents were of the view that the University had 

indeed played a role in supplementing the educational propensity within 

Sargodha Region. With the introduction of higher education programs, 

attractive infrastructure and prolific faculty, the University has succeeded 

in bolstering the standard of education within Sargodha Region. Some 

even ascribed the heightened levels of women educational percentage as a 

ramification of the University’s establishment.  Other respondents were of 

the opinion that while the University has played an irrefutable role in 

uplifting the educational standard of the region, it has also inadvertently 

imparted impetus towards emergence of certain social vices as well, like 

relationships predicated upon Western grounds between male and female 

as well as exacerbation in deterioration of moral restraints amongst the 

younger masses of the city. Female students were of the opinion that ever 

since the formation of the University, the number of female students 

acquiring enrollment in the institution increased drastically. 

Theme-II University as an Agent of Socio Economic Change for the 

Region 

The respondents were of the opinion that the University was 

indeed prominent in improving upon the socio economic trends that the 

region evinces. After the construction of the University, the city 

underwent a drastic and vibrant change, from a sleepy backwater city to a 

moderate and humble metropolis complete with all necessary amenities of 

life. Students, businessmen and Agricultural specialists were of the 

opinion that the University had brought about a change in social patterns 

of the city as well. Many of the respondents mentioned that pre 

establishment of the University, the whole city seemed to fall under the 

spell of stupor by the early hours of the night and currently, the trend has 
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completely changed. The night life and social ambience of the city have 

been greatly altered, for the better in large part due to the University.  

Also, the University’s inception heralded the construction of many other 

notable edifices within the city as well, such as Chen One Tower, Al 

Rehman Shopping center etc. Hussain and Malik (2014) believed on the 

same notion that role of universities has been shifted from traditional 

aspects towards greater aspects of development of leadership, economies, 

and enrichment of human capital that significantly boost nations 

economies and harmonize the communities.  

Theme-III University Role in Promotion of Brand based and other 

Eminent Business Ventures 

The Respondents were all unanimous in their perspective regarding 

University’s role in enhancing brand related ventures and other such 

businesses within the region. The respondents inferred that the University 

was responsible for many notable businesses origination and launch within 

Sargodha Region. Brands like Levis, Hitch Hikers, Chen One, English 

shoes, Warda, Outfitters and so forth all came to Sargodha after the 

University’s formation so as to cater to the attire based whims of its 

apprentices. The shopkeepers as well as the students credit the university 

as the catalyst that spurred the trend of clothing within the city and 

improved pertinent operations.  Also, with the University came an added 

influx of other business as well. According to respondents, the University 

was in large part responsible for introducing the trend of fast food in the 

city. Establishment of ventures like Fri-Chiks, KFC, Pizza Club, and other 

such franchises is testament to this fact in the view of the respondents. The 

University, in addition to accentuating businesses pertaining to fashion 

and food has also been effectual in improving sales related to computers, 

mobiles and other technological paraphernalia as well. According to 

businessmen of Trust Plaza, the penultimate purveyor point for all things 

technological in the city, the ministrations and operations of the shopping 

center have been greatly buoyed as a result of more and more university 

students coveting for technological mechanisms like laptops, tablets, PCs 

and so forth. They attribute this monumental growth in operations to the 

profundity brought about in customer mentality as a ramification of the 

University’s inception. In line with above findings, Altbach, P. (2008) said 
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the same that universities generated greater economic benefits to the 

community through local purchases, expenditures by students, and faculty 

and other property purchases.  

Theme IV-Enhancing Hostel Initiatives  

The respondents, especially ones from student and Business cadre, 

were of the perspective that the University had actually been irrefutably 

efficient at proliferation of new hostel facilities across the region. Students 

were of the perspective that with the creation of the University, students 

from proximate areas of the region were attracted towards the city. This 

created a need for increase in housing facilities for said students and for 

this purpose, many new hostels came into being. One such student stated 

that initially, where the city had a cumulative number of 20 hostels; it 

presently entailed hostels whose figure surpassed 50 in number. 

Businessmen likewise were in solidarity with this theme and agreed that 

with the emergence and advent of the University campus, there was a 

steady incline in establishment of Hostel facilities.  

Theme V-University and its Ensued Agricultural Policy 

This theme was majorly directed towards members of the agricultural 

community. In response to this query, most of the respondents were of the 

opinion that the accomplishments of the University were obscure and 

unknown to them and this obscurity and lack of information has led to less 

than notable influence of the University’s agricultural techniques on 

agricultural machinations in the region. While the seedless fruiter has been 

popular amongst the more opulent and prominent land owners, its 

dissemination is not as widespread as it should be, which is a shame since 

the project is a most stellar one, according to some respondents currently 

availing the University’s agricultural expertise. Aforementioned findings 

are aligned with the words of Reeta Roy, president of the Toronto-based 

MasterCard Foundation (2015): 

“The future of the agricultural sector is all about science, 

technology and education and there’s no better place to propel that 
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type of growth than through knowledge, which is created at the 

higher education institutions.” 

Discussions and Conclusion  

The main inquisitions incorporated in this research were addressed 

through the course of the whole data elicitation process. Primarily the 

research culminated in the inference that the University had indeed exerted 

quite an impactful effect on the social scenario of Sargodha region. 

Business, social and cultural parameters received sufficiently 

supplementing modicums of alteration, inclined in standard, which has 

greatly accentuated the overall appeal of the region. Also, the University 

has also incremented the level of proliferation of Education amongst the 

masses of Sargodha region, with particular emphasis on woman education 

as well. On an agricultural perspective, the university, while having left a 

notable mark, has yet to attain a level that can be deigned prominent and 

distinguishably workable. The implications of such findings gesticulate 

that the Institution needs to increase its ministrations pertinent to the field 

mentioned herewith.  
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